My Three Years in America

In a letter written to Senator Stone, on the 24th February,
the President defined his policy in the following terms :
" You are right in assuming that I shall do everything iir
my power to keep the United States out of the war. I think
the country will feel no anxiety about my line of action pi this
respect. I have devoted many anxious months to this task
under much greater difficulties than appeared on the surface,
and so far with success. The course which the Central Powers
intend to adopt in future with regard to submarine warfare, as
shown by their Memorandum, seems at the moment to raise
insuperable difficulties; but its contents are at first sight so
difficult to reconcile with the specific assurances which the
Central Powers have recently given us as to the treatment of
merchant shipping on the high seas, that I think that explana-
tions will shortly be forthcoming which will throw a different
light on the matter. We have in the past had no reason to
doubt their good faith, or the sincerity of their promises, and
I, for my part, am confident that we shall have none in the
future.
" But in any event our duty is clear. No nation, no group
of nations, has the right, while war is in progress, to alter or dis-
regard the principles which all nations have agreed upon in
mitigation of the horrors and sufferings of war ; and if the clear
rights of American citizens should ever unhappily be abridged
or denied by any such action, we should, it seems to me, have
in honour no choice as to what our own course should be.
49 For my own part, I can not consent to any abridgment of
the rights of American citizens in any respect. The honour
and self-respect of the Nation is involved. We covet peace,
and shall preserve it at any cost but the loss of honour.
" To forbid our people to exercise their rights for fear we
might be called upon to vindicate them would be a deep humilia-
tion indeed. It would be an implicit, all but an explicit,
acquiescence in the violation of the rights of mankind every-
where and of whatever nation or allegiance. It would be
A'- deliberate abdication of our hitherto proud position as
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